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AMENDMENTS TO THE CLAIMS: 

This listing of claims will replace all prior versions, and listings, of claims in the 
application: 

Listing Of Claims : 

Please amend the claims as follows: 

1 . (Currently Amended) A method for deleting threads from a discussion 
group comprising a plurality of posts[[,]] comprising: 

receiving a rating from each of tho at least one users whether the post was 

useful; 

determining whether the at least one user has rated at least one post within the 
thread as useful; 

if at least one user has rated at least one post as useful, retaining the thread; and 
if at least one user has not rated at least one post as useful, then deleting the 
thread from the discussion group . 

2. (Original) The method of claim 1 , further comprising setting a delete date 
associated with the thread to a predetermined value. 

3. (Currently Amended) The method of claim 2, wherein retaining the thread 
comprises resetting the delete date of the thread to the predetermined value^ 

4. (Original) The method of claim 3, wherein retaining the thread comprises 
leaving the delete date of the post unchanged. 

-2- 



S/N: 10/784,691 

5. (Currently Amended) The method of claim 3, wherein deleting the thread 
comprises: 

determining whether the delete date of at least one post is equal to the current 
date; and 

deleting the thread if the deleted delete date is equal to the current date. 

6. (Original) The method of claim 1 , wherein determining whether at least 
one user has rated at least one post within the thread, comprises: 

storing the rating value in a field associated with the post; and 
determining whether the user has affirmatively rated the post as positive. 

7. (Original) The method of claim 6, wherein determining whether the rating 
field has a value indicative of a positive response, comprises: 

determining whether at least one person opened the post; and 
storing a positive value in the rating field associated with the post. 

8. (Original) The method of claim 7, wherein determining whether the rating 
field has a value indicative of a positive response further comprises: 

determining whether the user provided a positive response in response to an 
inquiry whether the post was useful. 

9. (Currently Amended) The method of claim 2, wherein setting the delete 
date to a predetermined value[[,]] comprises: 
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determining the type of the pest thread ; 

if the pest thread is a first type then setting the delete date of the thread to 
a first predefined value; 

if the post thread is a second type then the setting the delete date of the 
thread to a second predefined value, 

wherein the first predefined value is less than the second predefined value. 

1 0. (Currently Amended) The method of claim [[8]] 9, wherein the first type of 
thread i s s ele ct e d from a li st cons i st i ng e ss e ntia ll y comprises at least one of 
Question/Answer-type threads and Feedback-type threads. 

1 1 . (Currently Amended) The method of claim [[8]] 9, wherein the second 
type of thread comprises a General Comment-type post. 

12. (Original) The method of claim 1 , further comprising: 
displaying each post and the rating for each post on a display device. 

1 3. (Currently Amended) A computer-readable storage medium having 
computer-executable instructions for performing deleting threads from a discussion 
group comprising a plurality of posts, comprising: 

setting a delete date associated with the thread to a predetermined value; 
updating the delete date of the thread if at least one post is rated positively by a 

user; 
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updating the delete date of the thread if; 

the thread is a first type of thread; and 

the thread contains at least one Answer-type post; 
determining whether the delete date of the thread is equal to the current date; 

and 

if the deleted- delete date is equal to the current date, deleting the thread from the 
discussion group . 

14. (Currently Amended) The computer-readable storage medium of claim 
13, wherein determining whether at least 

one post has received a positive rating, comprising: 

determining whether at least one person opened the post: and 

updating the delete date of the thread if at least one person has opened the post. 

1 5. (Currently Amended) The computer-readable storage medium of claim 
13, wherein setting the delete date to a predetermined value, comprises: 

determining the type of the post; 

if the post is a first type, setting the delete date to a first predetermined value; 

and 

if the post is a second type, setting the delete date to a second predetermined 

value. 
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16. (Currently Amended) The computer-readable storage medium of claim 
15, wherein the first type of post is selected from a list consisting essentially of Question 
type posts and Feedback type posts and the second type of post comprises a General 
Comment-type post. 

17. (Currently Amended) A system for removing a thread comprising a 
plurality of posts from a discussion group comprising a plurality of posts , comprising: 

a c lie nt server operable for: 

receiving an input from a user client related to the rating of at least one 
post associated with the thread; 
a s e rv e r op e rab le for: 

d i sp l ay i ng returning at least one post of a thread ©ft to the client; 

receiving at least one rating associated with the post from the client; 

determining whether to delete the thread associated with the post from the- 
a database depending on the rating received from the client; and 
a distributed network connecting the client tot to the server. 

18. (Currently Amended) The system of claim 1 7, wherein determining 
whether to delete the thread comprises: 

determining whether the delete date of the thread is equal to the current date; 

and 

if the deleted delete date is equal to the current date, deleting the thread. 
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1 9. (Original) The system of claim 1 7, wherein the server is further operable 
for storing the received input from the client in a rating field associated with the post and 
the delete date associated with the thread. 

20. (Currently Amended) The system of claim 1 7, further comprising: 
determining whether the input received from the client has a value indicative of 

being useful, comprising: 

determining whether at least one person opened the const i tu e nt at least one post 
of the thread : and 

updating the delete date of the thread if at least one person opened the 
const i tu e nt at least one post of the thread . 

21 . (Currently Amended) The system of claim 20, wherein updating the delete 
date of the thread, comprises: 

determining the type of the thread; 

setting the deleted delete date to a first predetermined value if the thread is a 
General Comment-type thread; 

setting the delete date to a second predetermined value if the thread comprises a 
Question/Answer-type thread; and 

setting the delete date to a second predetermined value if the thread comprises a 
Feedback-type post ; and 

wherein the second predefined value is less than the first predefined value . 
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